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Biocide ToolBox Farewells Dr Walt Wheelwright 

BTB supported by MBIE 

and the broad interests of fellow dele-

gates offered many opportunities for 

networking and interdisciplinary discus-

sions. 

Biocide ToolBox personnel participated 

in the AMN8 conference - Dr Jenny 

Malmström gave a keynote address on 

“Engineered Biointerfaces”, with a strong 

focus on AFM. The purpose of Jenny’s 

A 
MN8 is the eighth in a biennial 

series of meetings that focus 

on the latest research in Ad-

vanced Materials and Nanotechnology. It 

was held in Queenstown from 12-16 

February 2017. As with previous confer-

ences, this event included a range of 

presentations, cutting-edge talks, inter-

active presentations and social events. 

The intimate scale of AMN conferences 

Walt has a life-long career in chemistry, holding two PhD degrees, and 
spending a great part of his career at the University of Auckland.  

He had joined the Biocide ToolBox team at its debut, in charge of all the 
technical work relative to chemistry. His responsibilities in the pro-
gramme included the large scale synthesis of diverse substances, such as 
biocides, to be incorporated into various materials, as well as the testing 
and characterisation of these products.  

The Biocide ToolBox team is sad to see Walt go, and wishes him success 
in his new job and all his future endeavours. Prof Ralph Cooney and Dr Walt 

Wheelwright 

work is to create carefully engineered 

surfaces to control biological systems.  

Professor Ralph Cooney gave a talk on 

“AFM Studies of Mono-Molecular Biocide 

Films and Mechanisms of Potency”. This 

study seeks to determine threshold po-

tency for sub-monomolecular surface 

coverage of an established commercial 

interfacial biocide. 

Professor Paul Kilmartin and his student 

Charlotte Vandermeer both spoke on 

aspects of their work on active packag-

ing, with Paul drawing comparisons with 

earlier conducting polymer work, and 

Charlotte outline the latest development 

using grape tannins from winery waste." 

Professor Jadranka Travas-Sejdic and her 

PhD student Karl Zhang also attended the 

AMN8 conference. Karl presented there 

a poster of his work on antimicrobial  

polymeric surfaces. 

Co-Director Prof Paul Kilmartin, PhD student Karl Zhang, Prof Jadranka Travas-
Sejdic, Prof Ralph Cooney and PhD student Charlotte Vandermeer from the Biocide 
ToolBox, posing with other University of Auckland scientists in Queenstown 


