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Happy Holidays! 

2 
015 is nearly over, and has 

been a busy and successful 

year for the programme. 

The 9 core research projects are now 

well underway, and a series of ap-

plied industrial projects is lining up 

for an even busier year 2016! 

BTB supported by MBIE 

B 
iocides Europe 2015 is the 

18th Annual European 

Conference that was or-

ganised by Chemical Watch on 25-26 

November 2015 in Vienna, Austria. It 

addressed legal issues and trade 

aspects of Biocidal products., as reg-

ulatory barriers are increasing within 

EU, removing active biocides that 

involve health and environmental 

risks. 

The conference was attended by 

nearly 200 individuals, mainly Gov-

ernment officials from Brussels and 

other EU capitals and biocide Indus-

try Executives.  The central issue for 

debate was the conflicting response 

of the global consumer - represented 

by Industry - seeking improved and 

safer hygiene, to the reduction of 

high risk active biocides - represent-

ed by regulators.  

The conference featured keynote 

presentations from the EU Commis-

sion and the European Chemicals 

Agency followed by a panel - about 

12 regulators and consultants mainly 

with industry represented in the 

audience - responding at different 

supply chain levels. The second day 

covered borderline issues such as 

guidance and implementation from 

the EU Commission, Medical Devices 

and Cosmetics. Implications of substi-

tution decisions and safer sustainable 

biocides were also a major point of 

focus.   

Biocide Toolbox took part to the 

global regulation update, since a 

much greater level of research and  

innovation is urgently needed in the 

EU to develop greener and safer 

biocides, in order to fill the vacuum 

of active agents that have been de-

leted via regulation.  

The BTB balance of natural biocides 

and new greener industrial biocides 

resonated with many  at the confer-

ence, and showed the Mission of the 

Biocide Toolbox is critically important 

and timely for communities and mar-

kets around the  world. Following 

Prof Cooney’s talks, BTB was ap-

proached by several people interest-

ed in developing collaboration or 

involvement with their companies. 

Conference Venue - Vienna, Austria 

The Biocide ToolBox Team wishes you  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Prof Ralph Cooney 
Director 


